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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the original filing of March 31 , 2004. Claims 1-28 are 
pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 5 recites the 
limitation "the objects," in plural, in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for a canvas apparatus, does not reasonably provide 
enablement for using a single definition for creating a number of objects. The 
apparatus in this claim consists of a single mean: "using a single definition for creating a 
number of objects", and thus is interpreted as a single means/single step claim under 
MPEP 2164.08(a). 

"A single means claim, i.e., where a means recitation does not appear in 
combination with another recited element of means, is subject to an undue breadth 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. In re Hyatt, 708 F.2d 712, 714-715, 218 
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USPQ 195, 197 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (A single means claim which covered every 
conceivable means for achieving the stated purpose was held nonenabling for the 
scope of the claim because the specification disclosed at most only those means known 
to the inventor.). When claims depend on a recited property, a fact situation comparable 
to Hyatt is possible, where the claim covers every conceivable structure (means) for 
achieving the stated property (result) while the specification discloses at most only 
those known to the inventor." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Adobe 
Photoshop 6.0 , (Adobe® Photoshop® 6.0, as evidenced by extrinsic evidence: Adobe® 
Photoshop® 6.0 Studio Techniques by Adobe Press (June 15,2001), and Adobe® 
Photoshop® 6.0 Classrooms in a Book® by Adobe Press (December 28, 2000).) 



Claim 1, 23: Adobe discloses a method and a system of generating a grid canvas, 
comprising: 
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a. defining a grid (black & white checkerboard: Fig. 3.11); 

a. defining an object on the grid (green triangle Fig. 3.11); 

b. defining a plurality of rows and columns on the grid (Fig. 3.1 1); and 

c. placing the object on the grid (Fig. 3.1 1 .) 

Claim 2: Adobe discloses a method according to claim 1 , wherein defining the grid 
comprises specifying a virtual grid of row and column gridljnes (Fig. 3.11.) 

Claim 3, 24: Adobe discloses the method and system according to claim 1 and 23, 
respectively, wherein defining the object comprises defining at least one attribute or 
property for the object (Fig. 3:12: Opacity.) * • 

Claim 4, 25: Adobe discloses the method and system according to claim 1 and 23, 
respectively, wherein the step of defining an object is repeated for a plurality of objects 
to be placed on the grid (Fig. 3.12, 3.13: square, circle.) 

Claim 5, 26: Adobe discloses the method and system according to claim 1 and 23, 
respectively, wherein placing the object on the grid comprises placing the objects in a 
gridline bounding box (gridline bounding box: Fig. 3.11; window encompassing the grid 
and triangle.) 
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Claim 6: Adobe discloses the method according to claim 5, wherein the gridline 
bounding box comprises a plurality of rows and columns that contain the object (Fig. 
3.11: rows columns: checkerboard, object: triangle.) 

Claim 7: Adobe discloses the method according to claim 1, wherein defining the grid 
comprises generating a plurality of virtual cells (white / black squares: Fig. 3.1 1 .) 

Claim 8, 27: Adobe discloses the method and system according to claim 7 and 23, 
respectively, wherein placing the object on the grid comprises placing the object so that 
the object spans a plurality of virtual cells (Fig. 3.1 1 .) 

Claim 9, 28: Adobe discloses the method and system according to claim 1 and 23, 
respectively, further comprising placing a second object on the grid, the grid comprising 
a plurality of virtual cells, wherein the object and the second object inhabit at least one 
of the same cells of the plurality of virtual cells (Fig. 3.13: circle.) 

Claim 10: Adobe discloses a method of creating a grid canvas layout, comprising: 

a. placing an object on a display (Fig. 3.13, triangle); 

b. determining a gridline bounding box for the object (Fig. 3.13: window 
encompassing the checkerboard); and 

c. implementing a plurality of attributes for the object (attributes: visibility, whether 
it's modifiable, opacity and layer type: Fig. 3.12.) 
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Claim 11: Adobe discloses the method according to claim 10, wherein implementing the 
plurality of attributes comprises setting margins, height, and width for the object 
(Paragraph above Fig. 3.27; Fig. 2.88: scale (changing width, height and margins.)) 

Claim 12: Adobe discloses the method according to claim 10, further comprising 
determining the plurality of attributes prior to implementing the plurality of attributes. 
Examiner notes that a determination of the attributes is inherent prior to implementation 
of the same. 

Claim 13: Adobe discloses the method according to claim 12, therein determining the 
plurality of attributes comprises comparing the extent of the gridline bounding box with a 
desired position to determine margins, height, and width for the object (determine (settle 
or establish), by comparing the extent (Width x Height) of the gridline bounding box 
(window) with a desired position (x,y) to determine (settle or establish by computer 
means) margins (distance between the bounding box (window) and the object,) width 
and height. Fig. 3.11.) 

Claim 14, 18: Adobe discloses a grid canvas layout and a display device having 
rendered thereon a grid canvas layout, comprising a canvas on which an object may be 
drawn, the canvas comprising rows and columns that are sizable, the rows and columns 
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defining virtual cells that contain the object (grid: "Using a Grid", page 1; object a pear 
image, page 2. Classroom in a book® ) 

Claim 15, 19: Adobe discloses grid canvas layout according to claim 14 and 18, 
respectively, further comprising virtual gridlines that act as a coordinate system (acts as 
a Cartesian coordinate system, page 2, Classroom in a book® .) 

Claim 16, 20: Adobe discloses grid canvas layout according to claim 14 and 18, 
respectively, further comprising a grid bounding box for the object (grid bounding box: 
Fig. 3.1 1 ; window encompassing the grid and triangle.) 

Claim 17, 21: Adobe discloses grid canvas layout according to claim 16 and 20, 
respectively further comprising margin settings within the grid bounding box for 
providing desired offsets to the object (expand, contract, feather, by means of selection 
tool (margin settings) to provide for expanding, contracting and grow (offsets to objects) 
Fig. 2.69, 2.70.) 

Claim 22: Adobe discloses the grid canvas layout according to claim 18, wherein a 
second object may be drawn on the grid canvas layout, wherein the object and the 
second object inhabit at least one of the same virtual cells (Fig. 3.13: circle.) 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Belousov whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-1695. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (alternate Fri off) EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Myhre can be reached on (571) 272-6722. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AB 

Feb 15, 2006 



y/^mes W. Myhre 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
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